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Morning Prayer for Proper 19 
  

Opening Sentence 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. Phillipian 1:2 

Confession of Sin 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 

the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

The Invitatory and Psalter 

V: Lord, open our lips. 

R: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Alleluia 

Venite Psalm 95:1-7 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 

let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 

and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God, * 

and a great King above all gods. 

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 

and the heights of the hills are his also. 

The sea is his, for he made it, * 

and his hands have molded the dry land. 



Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 

and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

For he is our God, 

and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 

Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Psalm or Psalms Appointed 

Psalm 93 Dominus regnavit 

1   The LORD is King; he has put on splendid apparel; * 

the LORD has put on his apparel and girded himself with strength. 
2   He has made the whole world so sure * 

that it cannot be moved; 
3   Ever since the world began, your throne has been established; * 

you are from everlasting. 
4   The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted up their voice; * 

the waters have lifted up their pounding waves. 
5   Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers of the sea, * 

mightier is the LORD who dwells on high. 
6   Your testimonies are very sure, * 

and holiness adorns your house, O LORD, for ever and for evermore. 

Psalm 96 Cantate Domino 

1   Sing to the LORD a new song; * 

sing to the LORD, all the whole earth. 
2   Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; * 

proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 
3   Declare his glory among the nations * 

and his wonders among all peoples. 
4   For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; * 

he is more to be feared than all gods. 
5   As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 

but it is the LORD who made the heavens. 
6   Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 

Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 
7   Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; * 

ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
8   Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name; * 

bring offerings and come into his courts. 
9   Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; * 



let the whole earth tremble before him. 
10   Tell it out among the nations: "The LORD is King! * 

he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; he will judge the peoples with equity." 
11   Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 

let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
12   Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the LORD when he comes, * 

when he comes to judge the earth. 
13   He will judge the world with righteousness * 

and the peoples with his truth. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 
Old Testament:   

Exodus 15:2-15 

2The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 3The 

Israelites said to them, ‘If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by 

the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole 

assembly with hunger.’ 

4 Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the people 

shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my 

instruction or not. 5On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they 

gather on other days.’ 6So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, ‘In the evening you shall know that it 

was the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 7and in the morning you shall see the glory of the 

Lord, because he has heard your complaining against the Lord. For what are we, that you complain 

against us?’ 8And Moses said, ‘When the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread 

in the morning, because the Lord has heard the complaining that you utter against him—what are we? 

Your complaining is not against us but against the Lord.’ 

9 Then Moses said to Aaron, ‘Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, “Draw near to the Lord, for 

he has heard your complaining.” ’ 10And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they 

looked towards the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. 11The Lord spoke to 

Moses and said, 12‘I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, “At twilight you shall eat 

meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your 

God.” ’ 

13 In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of dew 

around the camp. 14When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky 

substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, ‘What is 



it?’ For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, ‘It is the bread that the Lord has given you to 

eat. 

Here ends the Reading. 

Psalm: 
Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 

1 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; * 

       make known his deeds among the peoples. 
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, * 

       and speak of all his marvelous works. 
3 Glory in his holy Name; * 

       let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 
4 Search for the Lord and his strength; * 

       continually seek his face. 
5 Remember the marvels he has done, * 

       his wonders and the judgments of his mouth, 
6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, * 

       O children of Jacob his chosen. 
37 He led out his people with silver and gold; * 

       in all their tribes there was not one that stumbled. 
38 Egypt was glad of their going, * 

       because they were afraid of them. 
39 He spread out a cloud for a covering * 

       and a fire to give light in the night season. 
40 They asked, and quails appeared, * 

        and he satisfied them with bread from heaven. 
41 He opened the rock, and water flowed, * 

       so the river ran in the dry places. 
42 For God remembered his holy word * 

       and Abraham his servant. 
43 So he led forth his people with gladness, * 

       his chosen with shouts of joy. 
44 He gave his people the lands of the nations, * 

       and they took the fruit of others' toil, 
45 That they might keep his statutes * 

       and observe his laws. 

       Hallelujah! 

Epistle: 
Phillippians 1:21-30 

21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labour for me; 

and I do not know which I prefer. 23I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with 



Christ, for that is far better; 24but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25Since I am convinced 

of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26so that I 

may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 

27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or 

am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side 

with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 28and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this 

is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29For he has graciously 

granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well— 30since you are 

having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 

Here ends the Reading. 

You are God Te Deum laudamus 

You are God: we praise you; 

You are the Lord; we acclaim you; 

You are the eternal Father: 

All creation worships you. 

To you all angels, all the powers of heaven, 

Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

The glorious company of apostles praise you. 

The noble fellowship of prophets praise you. 

The white-robed army of martyrs praise you. 

Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you; 

Father, of majesty unbounded, 

your true and only Son, worthy of all worship, 

and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide. 

You, Christ, are the king of glory, 

the eternal Son of the Father. 

When you became man to set us free 

you did not shun the Virgin's womb. 

You overcame the sting of death 

and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 

You are seated at God's right hand in glory. 

We believe that you will come and be our judge. 

Come then, Lord, and help your people, 

bought with the price of your own blood, 

and bring us with your saints 

to glory everlasting. 



Gospel: 

Matthew 20:1-16 

1 ‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire labourers for his 

vineyard. 2After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his 

vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the market-place; 4and he 

said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. 5When he 

went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he went out 

and found others standing around; and he said to them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?” 7They 

said to him, “Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” 8When 

evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers and give them their pay, 

beginning with the last and then going to the first.” 9When those hired about five o’clock came, each of 

them received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; 

but each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, they grumbled against 

the landowner, 12saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who 

have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” 13But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I am 

doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you and 

go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 

belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?” 16So the last will be first, and the first will be 

last.’ 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 

. 

A Reflection 

[RCL] Exodus 16:2-15; Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45; Philippians 1:21-30; Matthew 20:1-16 

The Economics of God 

The Rev. Charles Hoffacker 

The economics of God are not like our human economics. Time after time, we humans just do not get the 

economics of God. In Scripture readings for today, we have reminders of the ways we miss the point 

about God’s economics. We also have a way through our incomprehension to a deeper understanding 

and a better way to live. In the name of this God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

The people of Israel have participated in the stupendous exodus by which God took them away from the 

false economy, the slave society, known as Egypt; despite all odds, they have escaped from the control of 

the Pharaoh administration.  

https://episcopalchurch.org/library/author/kathy-walker


The breathtaking experience at the Red Sea is still fresh in their minds: how, with the Egyptian cavalry in 

hot pursuit, they saw the waters part to give them dry passage to the other side. The first of the Israelites 

to step on dry land where there had been deep water only moments before was a person of great faith. 

Once the band of escaping slaves made it to the other side, then crashing down came the waters of the 

sea, not to drown them, but to wash away the Egyptian army. 

The experience was stunning. But shortly afterward comes the episode reported in today’s Exodus 

reading. What is it that the people do? They forget. They complain. They cast accusations. Hear these 

Israelites again: “If only we had died in the slave economy, where there was no freedom but plenty of 

food! But you, Moses and Aaron, you have brought us out to the middle of nowhere so that we will starve 

to death.” 

They are like every group—including ourselves at times—in forgetting the first lesson of the divine 

economy: Remember the Lord’s goodness and be thankful. 

Responding to this through Moses, the Lord sounds offended – and with reason. But the Lord does not 

punish; instead, he demonstrates yet again his tremendous generosity. They complain, not so much 

against Moses and Aaron, but against God their deliverer. He responds by giving them something. 

Something they need. Something they can use. Something they cannot recognize. 

Bread from heaven is what he gives. But they can make no sense of it. They say to each other, “Manna?” 

which means something like, “What is this stuff?” And so, manna becomes its name. The food sustains 

them, but at first, they do not recognize it.  

Another lesson of God’s economy: Too often the gifts go unrecognized. 

God gives them bread. Enough to sustain them every single day. Yet they are more than harvesters. On 

the sixth day, they can gather a double portion to tide them over on the sabbath, the day of rest. 

And so, more lessons from the divine economy. God provides. God provides. Enough to meet our needs, 

but not our greeds. 

And something more. We are to work to live, not live to work. We must have periods devoted to rest, 

refreshment, and rejoicing with God in God’s goodness. 

So then, if we live gratefully, aware of divine giving past and present, then we have internalized lessons 

from the divine economics. If these lessons reside in our hearts, we will not slip back into the slave 

economics of Egypt, but instead progress toward the deeper freedom with God for which we exist. 

Now to today’s gospel and the labor management story Jesus tells. What does the reign of God 

resemble? What can we know of God’s economy? 

It’s like this. A landowner pays all the day-laborers the same, even though some started work at dawn and 

others were hired at later times in the day. Each laborer receives the same amount. Unfair, certainly? No! 



Each one receives enough to live on for that day. Nobody goes without the essentials of life because of 

the vagaries of circumstance. This landowner practices a higher justice, keeping laborers and their 

families alive, because in the end, life is more important than money. 

The higher justice of the landowner scandalizes the all-day workers. So, the landowner questions them: 

“Are you envious because I am generous?” 

God sometimes questions us in this way when we begrudge people what they need. “Are you envious 

because I am generous?” 

Here’s another lesson from the divine economy. God cares about everybody’s welfare, loving us all 

without discrimination, recognizing in each one a dignity that reflects the divine splendor. 

So then, we have reviewed lessons from the economics of God. 

• Remember the goodness of the Holy One and be thankful. 

• Too often gifts go unrecognized. 

• God provides. God provides. 

• We are to work to live, not live to work. 

• God cares about everybody’s welfare. 

We have a hard time learning these lessons in divine economics, just as the Israelites in the wilderness 

forgot God’s deliverance and failed to recognize manna for the gift it was. They grumbled. We have a hard 

time learning these lessons, just as the all-day workers were enraged when the boss paid everybody the 

same, the usual daily wage, and put nothing extra in their envelopes. They grumbled. 

Learning the lessons of divine economy is hard when we are distracted by ungodly economics, something 

that recurs in this world. The prophet Amos spoke of ungodly economics long ago when he denounced 

selling the needy for a pair of sandals, trampling the head of the poor into the dust, pushing the afflicted 

out of the way. Ungodly economics takes twenty-first century forms, but in time will experience defeat, for 

lies have no staying power. 

Sunday by Sunday, Christians gather to learn and learn again the economics of God through what 

happens in this place. We learn lessons of the divine economy in order to put them into practice. We must 

practice some economy. Which one shall it be? 

God reveals to us the economy characteristic of the divine reign so that by grace we may pursue on earth 

the way that prevails in heaven, a way shown to us even today. 

 

The Rev. Charles Hoffacker lives in Greenbelt, Maryland, with his wife, Helena Mirtova. He is the author of A Matter of 

Life and Death: Preaching at Funerals from Cowley Publications. Many of his sermons appear on sermonwriter.com. 

 



 

The Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 

born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 

V: The Lord be with you. 

R: And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save 

us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 

and for ever. Amen. 

Suffrages B 

V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 

R. Govern them and uphold them, now and always. 

V. Day by day we bless you; 

R. We praise your name for ever. 

V. Lord, keep us from all sin today; 

R. Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy. 

V. Lord, show us your love and mercy; 

R. For we put our trust in you. 

V. In you, Lord, is our hope; 

R. And we shall never hope in vain. 

Collect of the Day 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is governed and 

sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers, which we offer before you for all members of your holy 

Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen. 

 



A Collect for Sundays 

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: 

Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your 

favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission 

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that everyone might 

come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our 

hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of 

your Name. Amen. 

Here may be sung a hymn. 

Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow.  

In our parish Cycle of Prayer, we pray blessings for Jonathan Hodge. 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us 

all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. The New Revised Standard 
Version Bible may be quoted and/or reprinted up to and inclusive of five hundred (500) verses without express written 
permission of the publisher, provided the verses quoted do not amount to a complete book of the Bible or account for fifty 
percent (50%) of the total work in which they are quoted. 

• From the cover. 

 

Ember Days 

Three days which occur four times a year: the Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday after St. Lucy's Day (Dec. 
13), Ash Wednesday, the Day of Pentecost, and Holy Cross Day (Sept. 14). The name comes from the Latin 
title Quattuor tempora, meaning "four times." In ancient Italy the times (originally three) were associated 
with sowing, harvest, and vintage, for which one prayed, fasted, and gave alms. Later the four times 
became occasions for ordination, for which the Christian community prayed and the candidates prepared 
themselves by prayer and retreat. The BCP appoints proper collects and readings for this observance 
under the title "For the Ministry (Ember Days), including propers "For those to be ordained," "For the 
choice of fit persons for the ministry," and "For all Christians in their vocation" (BCP, pp. 256-257, 929). 

 


